Code of Conduct for McKenzie Friends

1. When someone involved in a court case asks another person to assist, not as a lawyer or a witness but as a friend, the person assisting is often called a “McKenzie Friend”. 

2. This Code of Conduct summarises what is involved if you are asked to be a 

“McKenzie Friend”, and what the Court will expect of you. 

3. Detailed guidance (the Guidance) was issued on 12 July 2010 by the Head of Civil 

Justice and the Head of Family Justice, and you should read that. It is available online 

at http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/Resources/JCO/Documents/Guidance/mckenzie-

friends-practice-guidance-july-2010.pdf and a hard copy can be obtained from [ ]. 

4. If you follow the Guidance and this Code of Conduct then your involvement may be of material help to the person you are assisting and to the Court. 

5. If you have a financial interest in the outcome of the case you should normally decline to assist. 

6. If you have a personal interest in the outcome of the case then before agreeing to assist you should think about whether someone else who does not have a personal interest might be better placed to assist. 

7. You may attend the hearing of the court case unless the Court says you cannot. 

8. You may read the papers for the court case unless the Court says you cannot. 

9. You should let the staff at the Court know as soon as you arrive that you have been 

asked to assist. 

10. You should bring a short curriculum vitae (cv), and if you are asked by the Court staff to complete a short set of questions about yourself you should do so. 

11. If you are being paid to assist or if you regularly assist a number of different people as a McKenzie Friend then you should make the Court aware of that. 

12. The Guidance makes clear that you may provide moral support, take notes, help with case papers and give advice to the person you are assisting.
13. You may not address the court, make oral submissions or examine witnesses unless the Judge gives you permission to do so. You should be aware that the Judge has power to terminate such permission at any stage. 

14. You must always follow any instructions given by the Judge. 

15. If the Judge asks the person you are assisting to do something, please encourage them to do it, and remind them of any deadlines. 

16. You should be courteous at all times to everyone else. 

17. You should try to ensure that the way in which you assist does not cause any disruption or distract others. This is particularly important when someone else is 

speaking to the Judge or the Judge is speaking. 

18. You must behave with honesty and not do anything that might mislead the Court or anyone else. 

19. You should consider at regular points whether the person you are assisting might also be helped by attending a Citizens Advice Bureau, Law Centre or Personal Support Unit. If you conclude that they might, you should give genuine and conscientious consideration to encouraging the person you are assisting to seek that further help. If may be very helpful if you go with them. 

20. Please remember at all times that you are there to assist someone else, and not on your own behalf. 

 

